
 

St Paul's  - End of  Term 6 Newsletter 
2025 
Welcome to our end of term School Newsletter. 

Our Newsletters are shared at the end of each half term and give important information for 

families about what we have been learning, school and community events/news and what will 

be happening over the coming weeks. 

As we come to the end of another academic year, it is good to reflect about the school and the 

children in it.  We have had such a wonderful year, with so many highlights including: 

School trips (Carymoor Environmental Centre, Caerleon Roman Fortress, The Rural Life Museum, 

Wells Cathedral, Kilve Court) 

Visitors (theatre groups, authors, poets, musicians, artists) 

Our Shakespeare performance, dance and voices performances and Summer Concert 

Our School Spelling Bee Competition 

World Book Day 

Sport events such as house matches, matches against other schools and Sports Morning 

Art and Science Exhibitions 



These experiences for your children make school memorable and enjoyable and help bring 

learning to life. It is always a joy to see the happy faces of the children of St Paul's and we are in 

the privileged position to see this on a daily basis. Every single day brings laughter! 

This week we say goodbye to our Year 6 pupils. On behalf of the staff and governors, I would like 

to thank Year 6 pupils for their effort and commitment during their time with us. We wish them 

well in secondary school and look forward to hearing about their many achievements. 

This term we also say goodbye to Mrs Kennedy, Mr Byrne, Mrs Hedditch and Miss Callanghan.  

We thank all these staff members for all they have done at St Paul's in their time here.  We will 

miss them all, we wish them the very best in all their future endeavours. Mrs Kennedy, Mr 

Byrne and Mrs Hedditch, we wish you a wonderful retirement; across the 3 members of staff, 

they have been at St Paul's for an incredible 69 years! 

In September we welcome two new member teachers to our St Paul's team, Mrs Bollini, who 

will be teaching Y4, Garton Class and Ms Banwell, who will be teaching Y5 Cornhill Class. 

Lastly, on behalf of the staff at St Paul's CofE Junior School, we would like to say a big thank you 

to all parents/carers for your support throughout the year.  We hope that you all have a lovely 

summer break and that you are able to enjoy some quality time together with your families. 

We hope you enjoy reading our End of Term (and year) Newsletter and look forward to seeing 

the Y3,4 and 5 children back at school on Thursday 4th September.  Please remember we have 

INSET DAYS on the 2nd and 3rd of September. 

 

1 - Sports Morning 



 

2 - Millionaire's Teaparty 

 

3 - Live Theatre - Paddleboat 

In this issue... 

 

• A snapshot of learning across the school this term 

• Stars of the term 

• SEND at St Paul's 

• Values Champions - Love 

• Doodle Summer Challenge 



• St Paul's Wraparound Care (Breakfast Club and Buddies) 

• Attendance 

• News from the Office 

• Diary Dates 

• Contact Us 

A snapshot of learning across the school this term 

Year 3 

 



 

 



Year 3 have had a great final term.  In English, linked to our class novel 'Charlie and The 

Chocolate Factory' the children designed their own sweet making machine and then wrote an 

explanation as to how their machine worked. They have then created their own sweet (best 

lesson of the year!) and have created a persuasive advert for their new product.  

In maths, the children have been busying exploring 2d and 3d shape as well as bar charts. They 

have been working extremely hard on their 8x times tables as well and this will help them when 

they move to Year 4.  

In other areas the children have enjoyed swimming, exploring and learning all about rivers, 

looking at light and shadows in science and they have been busy designing and sewing a 

cushion, their sewing skills have been amazing and the final cushions are birlliant and 

something to be truly proud of. 

We also enjoyed a trip to the local library as well as our auditions for St Paul's Has Got Talent. 

As we approach the end of the academic year it is wonderful to look back at everything they 

have achieved during the year. These children that arrived looking very young have truly grown 

in confidence and have flourished in so many ways. They are more than ready for their move to 

year 4 and we look forward to watching them continue to grow and achieve with their new 

teachers.  

Thank You for all the parental support you have provided this year with reading, homework, 

attending Inspire mornings, attending Collective Worships, completing home learning projects, 

sharing information with us.  

Everyone in Year 3 wishes you a restful Summer and hopefully the sun will make an appearance.  

Year 4 

 



 

 

It has been a busy final term in Year 4. We absolutely loved our adventure to Wales to explore 

the museum and fort at Caerleon. The children's behaviour was exemplary, and they learnt so 

much about our topic from getting hands-on with workshops and walking around real Roman 

ruins. We got to walk around the fortress and even had a little play in the amphitheatre! 

In our English lessons, we have enjoyed reading and performing A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

There were certainly lots of laughs at some of the unusual character names, and the children 

had great fun acting out scenes from the play. They then used what they had learnt to write 

their own versions of the story, bringing Shakespeare’s characters and magic into new and 

creative settings. 

We are so proud of the progress the children have made in Maths this year. Their commitment 

to learning their times tables has been so impressive and we are really pleased with the 

multiplication check results. An amazing effort that will stand them in good stead for Year 5. 



This term, we've done lots of hands-on maths involving shape. We've learnt to recognise lots of 

different 2D shapes with particular focus on triangles.  

We've continued our learning in Science about Electricity. We have looked at conductors and 

insulators and completed an investigation to see which were which. We have also looked at 

some of the dangers that electricity can cause and how to keep ourselves safe. 

In Design and Technology, this term we have been using our learning about Electricity to create 

our own torches. We started off by looking at different torch designs and then we created our 

own designs that fit a specific brief. We then created our own working torches using electrical 

components and plastic bottles. It was a truly illuminating experience! 

We also took part in a fantastic project with the Kingfisher Trust. As part of this, the children 

visited a farm where they learned about life cycles, pollinators, and the importance of 

hedgerows in supporting biodiversity.  It was a brilliant opportunity to learn outside the 

classroom and think more deeply about the world around us. 

As we approach the end of this school year, it’s amazing to see how much our Year 4s have 

grown and accomplished. They are more than ready for the move into the Upper School. Thank 

you for all your support with home learning projects, logging resources and all your support. 

From everyone in Year 4, we wish you a wonderful and restful summer break! 

Year 5 

 



 

 

Year 5 in in June and July  - in Maths, the children have been looking at decimals, coordinates, 

measuring and converting measures. As ever, ongoing practise of arithmetic skills, which will 

help across all areas of Maths.  In English, the children have been planning, writing and editing 

their own instructions for defeating a mythical monster - a Manticore - which has been 

rampaging around Shepton Mallet! Intriguing plans! Finishing off the year, the children are 

looking at some inspirational black women, who were determined and resilient with their work 

for NASA. This has created some fascinating discussions, especially as our school value is LOVE. 

How did these women show love to themselves, to their aspirations to be engineers or 

mathematicians? Also, these women were 'Good Shepherds' - beacons for future generations 

wanting to follow in their footsteps.  The children are loving the novel Who Let the Gods Out by 

Maz Evans - what will happen to Elliot? Will he succeed against the mean and nasty Thanatos?  



Desert-bound in Geography, Year 5 have looked at where deserts are located, types of deserts, 

how humans use deserts, including some fascinating fun activities like camel racing, hiking, 

photography, walking on salt flats! We have also discussed the threats that these fascinating 

biomes face and how people live, work, visit deserts and their use for renewables. In Science, 

the children moved into looking at Earth and Space. Examining the gravitational pull of the Sun 

on the planets, looking at what is the difference between an Earth orbit and an Earth rotation, 

the importance of the Moon and why it looks different in the sky, plus the shape of planets, 

satellites and stars in the solar System, galaxies and the universe.  In Design and Technology, the 

children have planned and made their own pop up book, using levers and sliders.   

In indoor PE, Year 5 have carried on with gymnastics and, with Mr Evans, they have been playing 

cricket. In RE, Year 5 have been looking at Humanism - what humanists believe and do not 

believe in - fascinating discussions. PSHE, the children have been talking about the changes that 

children go through during the human lifecycle and why these happen.  Additionally, as part of 

their PSHE, Year 5 have received official First Aid Training and can do basic CPR and apply 

bandages, should they need to. Year 5 also had their fun Inspire mornings in June and it was 

great to see the children, and adults, engaged in all the different activities.  

Year 5 spent a fantastic ALL CHANGE DAY as the new Year 6s  and were very proud to sit on the 

chairs in assembly. More of that to come in September! As ever, it has been a really busy, jam-

packed, never-a-moment-to waste couple of months! We thank Year 5 for their efforts 

throughout the year. They have grown physically and emotionally and will continue their 

journeys next year.  We hope all have a fantastic Summer holiday and best of luck in Year 6. We 

look forward to watching them continue their St Paul's journey in Monmouth, Kilver and 

Foxwell, where they will; be the eldest children in the school and showing our St Paul's Values to 

the rest of the children.  

Year 6 

 



 

 

Our final term! And what a busy one. We have had a focus on transition as we prepare for the 

changes ahead.All the children have spent a day in their new secondary schools getting to know 

some new faces as well as preparing for new routines. We also celebrated our time at St Paul's 

with a special service at Wells Cathedral. A couple of children paraded our school banner and 

we reflected on the times that we have enjoyed at school, the memories we have made and the 

anticipation of looking to the future. The children were presented with a  special candle which 

will be passed to the Year 5's in the leavers' service. 



In English we have introduced a new book 'Peanut Jones and the Illustrated City'. The story tells 

of a girl searching for her missing father with the help of her sister and friend. She also has a 

magic pencil. Anything she draws comes to life! What would you draw? The children have loved 

the characters and the story and we have done some fantastic character and setting 

descriptions.In maths, we have been making sense of money. The children have investigated 

different types of bank accounts, credit and debit cards as well as how more payments are 

changing from cash to online. We have also done a unit on the teachers favourite...algebra! 

Substituting values within formulae as well as solving equations have given Year 6 a taste of KS3 

maths. 

We have been researching the Home Front in our WW2 History unit. Everything from Air Raid 

Wardens to Land Girls, Auxiliary Fire Service to the Home Guard....."Don't tell him your name 

Pike!" As part of our learning, we had a fascinating online session with the National Archives in 

London investigating the impact of propaganda during the war. 

We managed to complete sports day and our special water event where everyone literally had a 

good soaking!We also amazed at how smart the children looked at the Year 6 prom. Another 

fantastic opportunity to make some incredible memories and capture those moments. This has 

been an incredible year. We have made some amazing memories which we will carry with us for 

a very long time. The children have been a real credit to you and the school, and we are 

exceptionally proud of all they have achieved. We wish them all the very best for the future. 'It's 

not where you're going, it's how you get there that's important'. 

Stars of the Week 

 



Every week teachers choose a 'Star of the Week'.  They are presented with a special certificate 

and a sticker and also sit on a chair next to their teacher in our Friday Celebration Worship. 

This term, the following children have been awarded 'Star of the Week' CONGRATULATIONS! 

Fosse: Lexie, Isabella, Betsy, Maja, George 

Cannard: Diego, Louis, Jenson, Aleks, Zuvannah 

Collett: Winnie, Daricie, Amelia S-S, Seb, Alfie 

Charlton: Tomasz S, Cynthia, Leo, Arek, Bobby 

Garton: Goda, Oliver, Lucas, Kayleigh 

Langhorne: Violet, Eden, Samuel, Jacob, Ethan 

Amulet: Rosa, Anya, Leja, Hannah, Alfie 

Mendip: Nicholas, Addison, Isobel, Finlay, Thea 

Cornhill: Archie, Harper, Sonny, Jasper  

Kilver: Lucy, Isabelle, Florence, Seb, Noah 

Foxwell: Harlem, Poppy, Ellie C, Bradley, Rueben 

Monmouth: Lincoln, Alisha, Jacob, Dylan  

SEND at St Paul's 

 

4 - senco@stpaulsjs.co.uk 



We now have a SEND News page within Class Dojo for sharing of relevant information. If you 

wish to be part of this then please  

 

Values champions - LOVE 

 

Our seven St Paul's school values of: respect, encourage, friendship, love, equality, compassion 

and trust are very important to us. 



We build strong relationships between our staff and children enabling them to trust and know 

that we will do the best we can for them. With this, children are able to use this experience to 

build strong, happy and healthy relationships with their peers in school, people in their 

community and out in the wider world. 

Congratulations to the children in each class who were chosen to receive our values champion 

award of 'LOVE' this term. 

Doodle Summer Challenge 

 

Running from now until 31st of August, pupils are invited to join one or both of the Doodle 

Summer Challenges — the DoodleMaths Challenge and the DoodleEnglish Challenge! Both 

Challenges are designed to encourage a few minutes of daily Doodling, preventing holiday 

learning loss and keeping children engaged over the summer. Most excitingly, they can earn an 

aquatic-themed pin badge and certificate for each Challenge they complete! Once registered, 

children need to achieve a 14 day streak and 750 stars before the end of August. For more 

information, please click here:  

https://doodlelearning.com/challenge 

The last day to register and begin the challenge is 18th August. 

https://doodlelearning.com/challenge


St Paul's Wraparound Care (Breakfast Club and Buddies) 

 

From September 2025 there will be some changes to our Wraparound Care (Breakfast Club and 

Buddies).  The additional Friday session is following our parent consultation earlier in the 

academic year.  Costs have sadly had to increase due to our school running and staffing costs. 

Our Breakfast club will continue to run 5 days a week from 8am - 8:40am at £3 per pupil from 

September 2025 (includes breakfast).  

Buddies from September 2025 will also run 5 days a week.  The additional day, Friday, will run 

only until 4:30pm. 

Prices from September 2025 

3:10pm - 4:00pm: £5.50 

3:10pm - 4:30pm: £6.50 

3:10pm - 5pm: £7.50 

3:10pm - 5:30pm: £8.50 

Monday to Thursday 3:10pm - 5:30pm and Fridays 3:10pm - 4:30pm.  

Sibling discounts are available, please contact the school office. 

If your child is participating in an after school club and you still wish your child to attend Buddies 

after the club finishes, you will still be charged from 3.10pm, as we have to reserve a place for 

them and ensure that adequate staff levels are met for that day.  

We are very grateful to our staff who run after school clubs, these are all done on a voluntary 

basis.  All clubs run by St Paul's staff from September 2025 will be £6 per child, per club, this 

covers all sessions in the term. 

Wraparound Care, School Cubs and school dinners are all booked via SCOPAY.   

If you have any questions, please contact the school office. 



Attendance  

School attendance matters. You cannot learn what you are not there to learn. Pupils who attend 

school regularly improve their chances of being academically successful. There are obvious 

exceptions to both sides of the rule. There are always a few pupils deemed academically 

successful who also have attendance issues and a few pupils who struggle academically who are 

always present. However, in most cases, strong attendance correlates with academic success, 

and poor attendance correlates with academic struggles.  

Currently, as of July 2025: 

Whole School - 94.4% compared to National Attendance of 93.7% (+0.7%) 

Year 3 -  95.5%  

Year 4 -  94.7%  

Year 5 -  94.1%  

Year 6 -  93.4%  

We have given out 140 100% attendance certificates for this term. Plus 23 100% attendance 

for the whole year and 1 100% attendance for the year 6 children who have had 100% for the 

whole 4 years of attending St Paul's.  

Aside from the whole school figures, our persistent absence has gone down - thank you . If your 

child's attendance drops below 90% they are considered a persistent absentee and they can 

become the concern of the Attendance Officer. In a school of our size that equates to about 20 

children missing a day every two weeks! 

Reporting an Absence 

Please can we remind parents on how to report an absence. This can be done on the phone 

01749 343250, via email to the school office office@stpaulsjs.co.uk  or via Dojo. We require 

parents to get in contact everyday to report absences, even if its the same issue, otherwise 

absent texts and phone calls will be made. 

Term Time Absence 

Term time absence will only be authorised for very special circumstances. To request term time 

absence please collect a form from Reception. 

If you take a term time holiday, you are likely to incur a fine for taking your child out of school. 

As of the 19th August 2024 the fines have increased and any further instances can lead to court 

and or a criminal record. 

mailto:office@stpaulsjs.co.uk


 

News from the School Office 

 

 



*SCOPAY* 

Please can we ask parents to sign up for ScoPay, if you have not done so already.  ScoPay will 

now be used for all school bookings such as hot dinners, parents evenings, after school clubs, 

breakfast club and buddies and all school payments.  The office team have sent home access 

letters and emails on how to join and link your child/ren to your account. 

If you do not have one, please let us know. 

School dinners will continue with Piskula Catering, from September the daily cost will be £2.90.   

Please order lunches by 27th August for the first week back in September. 

If this deadline is missed, we are unable to order lunches and you will need to provide your 

child with a packed lunch for that week. 

If you have any questions, please contact the OFFICE TEAM on 01749 343250 or 

office@stpaulsjs.co.uk  

School Times 

• 8.30am            Gates open for children to start entering the school site and be supervised 

by school staff. 

• 8.35am            First bell (classrooms are open for children)  

• 8.40am            Start of the school day.   

All children to arrive by this time and enter their class ready for the school register to be taken. 

• 8.40am            Gates close 

• 3.05pm            Gates open 

• 3.10pm            School day ends. 

Wellbeing and Safeguarding 

Working together to safeguard children. 

St Paul's School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 

expects all staff and parents/carers to share this commitment. 

mailto:office@stpaulsjs.co.uk


Safeguarding is a term which is broader than ‘child protection’ and relates to the action taken to 

promote the welfare of children and protect them from harm. Safeguarding is everyone’s 

responsibility. 

We are fully committed to ensuring that consistent, effective safeguarding procedures are in 

place to support families, children and staff at school. 

 



 



Somerset School Terms and Holidays 2025/2026 

 

Important dates 2025-26 

AUTUMN TERM 2025  

Tuesday 2nd September: INSET DAY   

Wednesday 3rd September: INSET DAY  

Thursday 4th September: Children return to school.  

Monday 8th September: Year 3 Trinity Worship at St Peter and Paul’s Church (pm)  

Tuesday 9th September: Y3 school apps parent meeting, Hall 9am  

Wednesday 10th September: Meet the teacher Y4 at 3:30pm, Y5 at 4:00pm, Y6 at 4:30pm  

Wednesday 17th – Friday 19th September: Y6 Residential at Kilve Court  

Thursday 18th September – Equality Class Worship - Charlton  



Wednesday 24th September – Tempest Individual Photos  

Saturday 4th October: Open Morning 10.00 a.m. – 11.30 a.m.   

Friday 3rd October: Interim Pastoral Reports to Parents  

Thursday 9th October: Equality Class Worship - Foxwell  

Friday 10th October: World Mental Health Day  

Wednesday 15th October: Harvest Church Service - 9.30am   

Thursday 16th October: Parents’ Evening 3.30 pm – 6.30 pm  

Tuesday 21st October: Parents’ Evening 3.30 pm – 6.30 pm  

Thursday 23rd October: Values Worship 2:20pm   

Friday 24th October: INSET DAY  

Monday 27th – Friday 31st October Half Term   

Tuesday 11th November: Kilve Court Y5 parent info evening 3:30pm  

Tuesday 11th – Thursday 13th November: Year 3 Inspire Mornings – 9.00 – 10.15am   

Friday 14th November: Non Uniform Day for Children in Need   

Thursday 20th November – Compassion Class Worship (Remembrance) - Monmouth  

Friday 21st November: Non Uniform Day for Christmas Fair  

Thursday 27th November – Compassion Class Worship - Kilver  

Friday 5th December: Christmas Fair, 3pm – 5pm   

Thursday 11th December Y5&6 Christmas Production (1.30 & 6.00pm)   

Thursday 11th December: Christmas Jumper Day  

Friday 12th December: Values Worship 2:20pm   

Monday 15th December: Y3 Christmas Production (1.30 & 6.00pm)  

Tuesday 16th December: Y4 Christmas Production (1.30 & 6.00pm)   

Wednesday 17th December Christmas Service in Church – 9.30am  

Wednesday 17th December Christmas Lunch   

Friday 19th December last day of term (2pm close)  



Contact Us 

We have an 'Open Door' policy so please get in touch with us  - we are always happy to provide 

help and support. 

 

St Paul's CofE VC Junior School 

Paul Street 

Shepton Mallet 

Somerset 

BA4 5 LA 

 

Telephone: 01749 343250 

Email:  office@stpaulsjs.co.uk 

Visit us on the web at https://www.stpaulsjuniorsomerset.org.uk/  

 

https://www.stpaulsjuniorsomerset.org.uk/
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