
St Paul’s CofE (VC) Junior School Summer Challenges  

These optional summer challenges are intended to be a little bit of fun for you to complete over the 

holidays. They (mostly) don’t require much effort or expense but will hopefully be an enjoyable way to 

spend anything from 5minutes to an hour doing! Complete them in whatever order you wish.  

Please keep reading and remember, you can still quiz on AR and use TTRS throughout the holiday! To get 

involved in the summer reading challenge and create a reading profile go to: www.sillysquad.org.uk 

1: Alphabet Challenge 

15-30mins  

Can you find something in the house that begins with every 

letter of the alphabet? However, all the items you find must 

then be able to fit on a dinner plate! Go for it! 

 

 

 

 

 

2: Marble run challenge! 

30-45mins 

Have an adult help you collect different materials like plastic bottles, 

carboard tubes or anything your grown-ups are happy to let you have. 

Then design and construct your own marble run. If you’ve stairs, you 

might like to build them into your plans…. 

Then invite your family to race marbles and time each other, maybe 

even creating a leader board! 

 

 

3: Code Breaking challenge 

15mins 

Write a secret note to 

someone using the 

code below. 

Have someone decode 

your note and then 

write back to you! 

Can you now make up 

your own secret code? 

 

 

 

http://www.sillysquad.org.uk/


4: Sandwich shop challenge 

 

5: Domino topple challenge 

15-30mins 

Most of us have seen dominoes lined up and then toppled over one 

by one. This challenge asks you make your own course, but with 

something other than dominoes!  

Perhaps you could use books OR Dvd cases OR mini Lego towers. 

See how inventive you can be and maybe even film the result! 

 



6: Learn and perform a magic trick 

30mins 

Step 1: Before you begin, write the number 34 on a piece of paper and hide it.  

Step 2: Write numbers 1-16 in a 4 x 4 grid (see below).  

Step 3: Ask someone to choose any number. Circle it. Cross out the other numbers in that row and 

column (blue). 

 

Step 4: Have them choose a number from the numbers that are left over. Circle it. Cross out the other 

numbers in that row and column (green). 

 

Step 5: Repeat Step 4.  

 

Step 6: Circle the last remaining number. Then have the audience add up the total.  

 

Step 7: Show them the piece of paper, showing 34! Take a bow!  

Can you start the grid with a different number, say 12? Follow all the steps, find out what the answer will 

be every time then repeat the trick!! 

 



7: Leaf creatures challenge 

30-45mins  

Go on a walk and gather some leaves and sticks. Then create 

some different animals or birds! 

If you’ve time left over you could make them a habit or home 

for your creature. 

 

 

8: Cereal box challenge 

15mins 

Find a cereal box that’s no longer needed. Put in on the floor. Put your 

hands behind your back and try to pick it up with your teeth! After that 

round, make the box a little bit shorter by tearing off a small section of it, 

all the way round the top. Then have the next round.  

Everyone will want to have a go. Make sure they stretch beforehand! 

 

9: Knight’s challenge 

15mins 

Draw a shield that takes up most of the 

paper.  

Choose two or more colours that stand out 

from each other. Include an animal or object 

that’s important to you.  

Hold a knight’s meeting and get everyone in 

your family to share their coat of arms! 

 

 

10: Recreate some album art 

30mins                         

With you family, try and recreate a famous 

album cover that you like. Be as inventive as 

possible with props!                                                                         

 

 

 

 



11.Complete the comic challenge 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

12. Egg decorating challenge 

45mins-1hr 

If you’ve a spare egg you might ask and adult to help you hard boil it. Then 

once your egg has cooled you might like to decorate it, perhaps choose a 

theme – animals, sports, famous people!     

 

 

 



13: Raft building challenge 

45mins – 1hr 

Step 1: Head out for another walk. This time collect:  

8 sticks or twigs that are roughly the same length 

 2 slightly longer twigs 

 1 thin twig 

1 leaf or flower for a flag 

Cut 6 pieces of string, 1metre long. 

 

Step 2: Wind a piece of string around and between one end of each twig. Do this by going UNDER the first 

twig, OVER the second, UNDER and so on. 

Step 3: When you reach the final twig, tie a knot to fix that end of the deck in place. 

Step 4: Repeat Steps 2 and 3.  

Step 5: Attach the two longer twigs to the end of the deck. 

Step 6: Slot in the thin twig, add a leaf or flag to complete. 

 

14: Blindfold navigation challenge 

15mins 

Stand in one part of the house and try to figure out what your final destination 

should be. It is a good idea to pick a route that doesn’t have too many 

dangerous obstacles so that you don’t hurt yourself. Also, you should avoid 

going up or down any stairs. Ideally, try having at least one other person there 

with you. Once you know where you want to go, it is time to slip the blindfold 

on and make your way there. Maybe then challenge a family member to the 

same OR a different course! 

Teachers will not be contactable during the school summer holiday but we hope you enjoy completing 

some of these optional challenges. 


