
 
 
We are committed to safeguarding and ensuring the health, safety and well-being of all pupils in 
accordance with safeguarding procedures and guidance for staff outlined in the school’s Health and Safety, 
Child Protection, Security and Safeguarding policies.  
 
When we experience severe adverse weather conditions, it is always very difficult to determine how this 
will affect travel and site safety, particularly when we have snow and ice.  
Below are some guidelines to follow should we have severe weather conditions.  
 
Before the start of the school day  
There are a series of actions to be considered or undertaken in the event of severe weather occurring:  
 

• If there are severe adverse weather conditions locally, the Headteacher and Site Manager will make 
a decision, as early as possible, as to whether it is safe to open the school.  

 
• Information about school closures will be communicated via ParentMail and Dojo, or by looking at 

the school website.  
 

• If at all possible, the school will remain open and the school day will begin at the normal time. 
However, travelling conditions for staff and pupils may lead to a decision to delay the start of the 
school day. If this is necessary, the relevant information will be communicated via ParentMail and 
Dojo. 

 

• The Headteacher will alert the Local Authority. 
 

• Parents are asked to note that it may not be possible for staff to answer the telephone so we would 
ask that you do not ring the school.  

 
During the school day  
 
• Once a decision has been made to open the school, we will endeavour to remain open for the duration of 
the school day. Please ensure children come to school in warm, waterproof clothing. 
 
• If the weather becomes severe during the day, then parents should contact the school if they feel that 
they would like to collect their child early for safety reasons (i.e. travelling or walking long distances or 
collecting other children from other local schools).  
 
• The school will endeavour to remain open until 3.10pm. If parents anticipate being delayed due to 
adverse weather conditions, please leave in good time to collect your child. If they are delayed, they 
should contact the school to give an estimated time of arrival.  
 
• After School Clubs and Buddies will run if possible. Parents of children who are due to attend on that day 
will all be contacted to let them know if there are any different arrangements.  
In such circumstances, parents must consider their own safety, traffic congestion and the safety of others.  
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Hot School Meals 
 
If the school is open but Piskula is not able to provide hot meals parents must provide a packed lunch.  
Parents will be informed. 
 
Re-opening the school  
 
• If the school has to be closed for several days, the Headteacher and Site Manager will make the decision 
as to when it is safe to re-open the school, liaising with the Local Authority if necessary.  
 
To keep parents, staff and pupils informed of any developments, the school will keep parents informed via 
ParentMail, Dojo and the school website, www.stpaulsjuniorsomerset.org.uk 
 
 
Review  
 
The Severe Weather Policy should be reviewed biannually and after any severe weather incidents, to 

ensure that procedures are appropriately implemented and are effective at safeguarding pupils, parents 

and staff against severe weather. 
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