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At St Paul’s CofE Junior School we believe that education is a life-long process.  A child’s 

education does not cease when he /she leaves our school premises, learning at home is an 

essential part of good education. 

  
“Home Learning” is any work or activity completed outside lesson time, either alone, with 
parents, or others and homework make an important contribution to progress at school. 
  
We see the purpose of home learning as being to: 

• Develop an effective partnership between school and parents 
for each child’s education, as children achieve more when 
teachers and parents work together, 

• Consolidate/reinforce skills and understanding, particularly in 
English and Maths, 

• Utilise resources for learning available at home, 
• Extend school learning 
• Develop confidence, independence and the self-discipline 

needed for personal study in preparation for secondary school 
and beyond, 

• Provide opportunities for parents and children to work together 
to enjoy learning experiences 

  
As children get older they need to develop the habit of regularly devoting short periods of 
time to personal study.  All children are expected to take part in a variety of home learning 
tasks to enhance and support their work in class. 
  
This home learning policy is designed: 

• To ensure consistency of approach throughout the school 
• To ensure progression towards independence and individual 

responsibility 

“Promoting, Valuing and Celebrating achievement in a Christian setting.” 

‘I am the Good Shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me.’ John 10:14 
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• To ensure parents/carers have a clear understanding about 
expectations for themselves and the pupils. 

• To extend and support learning 
• To provide opportunities for parents and pupils to work in 

partnership and enjoy learning experiences 
  
The emphasis of home learning activities is on the development of skills of English and 
Maths. From time-to-time children may bring home a piece of learning they have missed 
through absence, or for further reinforcement. Other activities are added as children move 
up the school.  Regular reading is vital.   We request pupils read as regularly as they can at 
home, both independently and to an adult.  We recommend parents hear their child read at 
home at least 3 times every week.  Parents can liaise with their child’s teacher about reading 
progress via class dojo.  The school has records of the books a child reads on their 
Accelerated Reader account.  Parents also have access to this. 
 
It is our policy to set home learning as follows: 
  

Year Group 
Suggested 
Time allocation 

Activities 

Years 3 / 4 
60 minutes per week 
(15 minutes x4 per 
week) 

Daily reading to parents and/or independent reading 
(at least 3 times per week) 
Spellings – to be practised at home each week (Doodle 
Spell could be used) 
Tables / Number facts practice using TTRS 
Doodle Maths and Doodle English assigned tasks 
Children are encouraged to aim for the ‘green zone’ in 
Doodle Maths, English, Spell and Tables. Up to 4 green 
star stickers are given out each Friday and celebrated 
in assembly. 
Topic research projects as appropriate 

Years 5 / 6 
80 minutes per week 
(20 minutes x4 per 
week) 

Daily reading to parents and/or independent reading 
(at least 3 times per week) 
Spellings – to be practised at home each week (Doodle 
Spell could be used) 
Tables / Number facts practice using TTRS 
Doodle Maths and Doodle English assigned tasks 
Children are encouraged to aim for the ‘green zone’ in 
Doodle Maths, English, Spell and Tables. Up to 4 green 
star stickers are given out each Friday and celebrated 
in assembly. 
Topic research projects as appropriate 

   
Please note: Home learning tasks will vary as to the needs of the individual class and the 
individual child. 
  
Doodle Homework  
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At St Paul’s we use the software ‘Doodle’ as our little and often approach to home 
learning.  Doodle builds confidence and ability in Maths and English by creating every child a 
personalised work programme, tailored to their strengths and weaknesses.  Teachers assign 
tasks each week which support the learning in class and are appropriate for each individual 
child’s needs.  Doodle tasks are set on a Friday and must be completed by the following 
Friday.  Pupils are also encouraged (and rewarded) to be in the green zone, this is achieved 
by using Doodle little and often.  Parents are encouraged to link to their child’s account to 
monitor their child’s progress.  
 
Doodle Rewards 
At St Paul’s we value and celebrate the effort pupils put into their home learning. Rewards 
are designed to motivate children to engage regularly with Doodle and to build positive 
habits. 

• Pupils who achieve the ‘green zone’ in Doodle Maths, English, Spell and Tables each 
week will receive up to four green star stickers. These are celebrated in Friday 
assemblies. 

• Reward for streaks 
o 100 day: certificate and pencil 
o 365 day: certificate and wrist band 
o 500 day: certificate and pin badge 
o 1000 day: certificate and ruler 

The focus of these rewards is to encourage perseverance, independence, and pride in 
learning, while recognising that little and often practice leads to the best progress. 

 
How staff at St Paul’s support this policy: 

• By providing a range of home learning tasks and activities. 
• By ensuring that the children have a clear understanding of the 

tasks involved and a common understanding of the high 
expectations held of them individually, according to their ability 

• By communicating home learning with parents on dojo and 
keeping them informed of children’s progress, projects and 
topics studied in class and their children’s individual tasks. 

• By providing a lunchtime and after school homework club for 
children who may find it difficult to complete tasks at home 
 

  
How parents /carers can help to support their children: 

• Provide somewhere peaceful for children to work without the 
distractions of television, other family members and pets 

• Provide a suitable place equipped with a clear table space, chair 
and good light 

• Provide encouragement and support to children when they 
require it 
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• Support the school in explaining and valuing home learning 
• Encourage pupils and praise them when home learning 

completed 
• Share with school any issues arising from home learning 

 
Children are expected to: 

• Make full use of any opportunities they are presented with 
• Tackle home tasks promptly and with a positive attitude 
• Take pride in their home learning acknowledging the high 

personal standard expected 
• Be organised to look after and return books and completed tasks 

on the agreed dates. 
  
Feedback for pupils/parents or carers and teachers 
Feedback needs to be given promptly and may be given in a variety of ways 

• Verbal response from parents or carers and teachers 
• Class discussion 
• Tests for example spellings or tables 
• Pupil/peer evaluation 
• Presentation of work in class and/or to senior members of staff 


